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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

HAPPY THAI NEW YEAR. | hope all of you rested and
enjoyed spending some time with your families during
the Songkran Festival. This TCEB newsletter is packed
with interesting information for readers, starting with
the great success in organizing the “Open Day: Thailand
for World Expo 2020” with more than 400 participants
from the government sector, the private sector and the
MICE and tourism sector. As a result, all parties reached
a consensus that Thailand should submit a bid to host
World Expo 2020, and they all agreed to fully support the
project.

Hosting the event would definitely be in the interest

of all Thai people across the country, worth the return
on investment, in line with the government’s creative
economy policy for long-term sustainable economic and
social development, and would create unity among Thai
people as a whole. Therefore, TCEB will continue to push
its submission to the Cabinet of a request to approve the
project and a working framework.

Meanwhile, the 122nd Assembly of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU) and the Meeting of the
Association of Secretaries General of Parliaments (ASGP)
- held in Bangkok from March 28 to April 1 - was also
successfully organized. The event fostered understanding
and increased international confidence.

TCEB also launched a new marketing initiative -

the “Better the Best” campaign - to increase the
competitiveness of Thai exhibitions, which is one of
the bureau’s core missions. Initially, TCEB will support
six leading international events held in Thailand in six
industrial sectors, with the aim of developing these into
“Regional Champion Shows".

In the latest move, TCEB organized a road show in Hong
Kong to promote the 46th Bangkok Gems and Jewelry
Show 2010, at the Hong Kong International Jewelry Show
2010. The activity was aimed at increasing the number
of visitors and overseas exhibitors coming to Thailand,

as well as enhancing Thailand’s reputation as a preferred
destination for exhibitions in the region.

Moreover, TCEB joined a major trade show, AIME 2010
- the 18th Asia-Pacific Incentives & Meetings Expo, held
in Melbourne, Australia. Details about this and other
activities can be viewed inside the publication.

TCEB would like to take this opportunity to extend an
invitation to all Thai people to jointly support and drive
Thailand as the host of the World Expo 2020, which is the
world’s third-largest event, following the Olympic Games
and the World Cup.

Akapol Sorasuchart
President

Thailand Convention and Exhibition Bureau
|
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COVERSSTORY

Thailand Convention and
Exhibition Bureau (TCEB) will urge
the Cabinet to endorse a proposal
to submit a bid to host World
Expo 2020. The move comes
after public and private sector
bodies reached a consensus that
Thailand should do so because
hosting the event would be in the
interests of all Thai people. They
agreed that it would be worth
the return on investment, would
be in line with the government’s
creative economy policy for long-
term sustainable economic and
social development and, most

importantly, would create unity
among Thai people as a whole.

reviously, TCEB carried out a feasibility study on the submission

of a bid to host the event. The results of the study indicated that

not only would the project be in accordance with the government’s

policy on the creative economy, it would also cultivate benefits by

extending the impact of the country’s cultural and tourism resources

further. Additionally, it would boost knowledge, innovation and the
green economy as well as support the government’s policy to drive Thailand to be
a preferred destination for MICE in Asia.

Akapol Sorasuchart, TCEB’s president, said that according to the feasibility
study, Thailand is ready and has more than adequate potential to host the event.
Notably, Thailand has world-famous tourist destinations, professionals to organize
international events like World Expositions, and great support from the public and
private sectors. In addition, Thailand has participated in the World Expo since 1862,
as well as having been the organizer of the Royal Flora Ratchaphruek 2006, a
horticulture event certified by the Bureau International des Expositions (BIE). Several
years ago, Thailand also submitted a bid to host the Olympic Games in 2016.

More than 400 participants from three groups — the government sector, the private
sector and the MICE and tourism industry — attended the “Open Day: Thailand
for World Expo 2020” in February 2010 and fully supported the project. They all
agreed that it was a great opportunity to showcase the country’s potential, enhance
the nation’s image and international confidence as well as improve the country’s
development as a whole. More importantly, it would create a concerted effort that
would lead to unity by inviting all Thais to jointly host the event.

At the forum, the participants reached conclusions on five major topics: the event-
organizing concept, cooperation, infrastructure and facilities, investment and the
bidding process. (See more details in tables on page 9.)

TCEB is ready to officially announce the intention to bid at the World Expo Shanghai
2010 if the Cabinet approves the project. The bureau has been given permission
by the Social Development and Human Security Ministry to organize a “Thai Night”

at the Thailand Pavilion in Shanghai on June 18; this will be the forum used for the
official announcement.

At the Shanghai event, TCEB will invite think-tanks from Thailand as well as
other countries and organizations, including the BIE board, the Thai Chamber
of Commerce, Thai Team abroad, and the local and foreign press to attend the
presentation of the plan to bid to host the World Expo 2020.

Deputy Prime Minister Major-General Sanan Kajornprasart told the attendants of
the Open Day: Thailand for World Expo 2020 that the World Expo is the world’s
third-largest event, following the Olympic Games and the World Cup. Therefore, it
is essential to mobilize ideas from all parties, comprising experienced persons and
experts from various sectors. The forum was open for participants to share ideas,
suggestions and useful information for preparing to submit a bid.

He also said that, today, Thailand is a part of a globalized world that is facing
rapid changes in economic, social, political and environmental terms, advances
in information technology as well as new global trade regulations with freer trade
areas.

The National Economic and Social Development Board has forecast that in the
next two decades Thailand could face three major global changes: technological
advances, energy problems and global warming. As a result, the Kingdom is
expected to face the challenge of global economic volatility.

However, the country has high potential in the agricultural sector, especially in
value-added products, and is aiming to get the right balance in agricultural demand
between alternative energy and food. It is essential that Thailand prepare for further
globalization in the next 10 or 20 years. One of the most crucial preparations is in
the area of knowledge, which is a crucial factor for increasing competitiveness in
the global market. This is a vital basis for true development in science, technology,
human resources and business administrative management, according to Sanan.

Hosting the World Expo would present a great opportunity to enhance the country’s
capability and readiness as a preferred destination for MICE in the region. In
addition, the event would present Thailand as a hub for showcasing the latest
innovations and the most advanced technology, global civilization, intelligence and
the diversity of cultures worldwide. The event would also be a stage for exchanging
ideas on global issues such as climate change, and environmental and natural
resources deterioration.

“I'm confident that Thailand would gain an enormous advantage in many aspects. For
the economy, the country would get revenue from organizing the event, construction,
services, direct and indirect investment, job creation, tourism and other related
industries. The event would be beneficial to the direction of future development in
Thailand’s knowledge and innovation and in increasing competitiveness.

“Another matter of great interest is that the event would inspire ideas, encourage
people and youth to be enthusiastic about learning, observing and creating.
Moreover, the event would be the world’s largest public stage, allowing people to
learn and share experiences in various fields. This would create opportunities to
develop skills for research and development throughout the six-month expo. It is
estimated that the event would attract more than 10 million visitors,” said Sanan.

He said that in regard to the readiness of long-term infrastructure, the government
is now accelerating Bangkok’s transportation network development, particularly the
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plan for 12 mass-transit lines under the revised 20-year mass-transit system master
plan between 2010 and 2029. The planned network, due to commence operations
in 2019, has a combined distance of 377 kilometers covering 525 square kilometers.
This will facilitate access for travelers and foreign tourists within Bangkok and its
surrounding area. Meanwhile, the government is considering a Bangkok-Rayong
high-speed train project, which is undergoing a feasibility study. The project is
expected to enhance people’s quality of life and expand the economy.

In addition, Thailand has the strength of a diversity of cultures and customs handed
down from ancient times. It also has an advantageous geographical location as a
hub for trade, investment and tourism in Asean, which has a total population of 580
million. Thailand is also a hub for land transport and aviation in Asia —a hub to which
the rail network will be linked in the future.

“I'm confident the government’s economic development plan in various dimensions
—economic, social, infrastructure, public utilities and human resources — in the next
decade will strengthen Thailand’s readiness to host the World Expo,” the deputy
prime minister added.

Apirak Kosayodhin, an adviser to the prime minister, said the next decade would
be a crucial transitional period for Thailand and the private sector. The government
has set a strategic development plan by focusing on increasing competitiveness,
including the Thai Khemkhaeng (Invest for Strength) scheme from 2010-2012,
followed by the 11th National and Economic Development Plan (2013-2017) and the
integration of the 10 Asean member countries as the Asean Economic Community
in 2015.

Besides the food industry, which is a major strength of the country, the tourism
and MICE industry is another area of potential and competitiveness in line
with the creative economy policy. In submitting a bid to host the World Expo, it
would be unnecessary for the government to establish a new investment plan for
infrastructure development. This is because it has already approved Bt800 billion
worth of investments for infrastructure projects. More important is the creation of a
shared vision among the Thai people in the long run.

He suggested that the theme for the event is very important. For the 2008 Olympic
Games, China used the theme of “One World One Dream” in order to make it a
world event — not just a Beijing event — and one which Chinese people across the
whole country jointly hosted. Meanwhile, World Expo 2010 in Shanghai is being
organized under the theme “Better City Better Life” to showcase that China supports
innovation and initiatives linked to the culture and heritage of China.

With the public and private sectors confident about jointly submitting a Thai entry, the
more important matter is how the project committee will be able to create the shared
vision of the Thai people’s readiness to host the World Expo 2020. Such a shared
vision would change Thai society — not just the MICE and tourism industry, but
signal a strategic change in Thailand for sustainable development, the promotion of
green industries, the creation of knowledge and a creative society, innovation and
a liveable society, said Apirak.

Dusit Nontanakorn, chairman of the Thai Chamber of Commerce, supported the
idea of a Thai bid because the 10 Asean member countries will be integrated into
a single community with a population of 580 million. If Thailand hosted the event, it

would show its readiness to be a trade and investment hub within Asean.

“| think the crucial thing is unity among the Thai people, as the current conflict must
become history. Looking forwards to the next decade, a united Thai people would
bring innumerable benefits to the country and later generations. | believe that if we
have an opportunity to host the event, Thailand will be reconciled and become the
leader in Asean,” said Dusit.

Itthiphol Kunplome, the Mayor of Pattaya City, said Thailand would gain at least
Bt200 billion in revenue from holding the event. Meanwhile, it would provide an
opportunity to show the readiness and potential of the Kingdom to be a preferred
destination for global MICE, and to benefit from tourism.

Due to a number of factors, Pattaya is one of the major potential cities considered
ready to host the event. It has an international convention hall with a capacity of over
50,000 square meters, a high-speed train project, and a road network connecting
the city to Suvarnabhumi Airport and U-tapao Airport, with the latter currently being
improved into a more commercial airport.

Weerasak Kowsurat, executive director of the International Institute for Trade and
Development and a former minister of tourism and head of the Tourism Authority of
Thailand, expressed confidence in Thailand’s readiness to host the event by the end
of the decade but said the country would have to make the best possible use of the
time available to ensure that it will be ready.

The country would not only gain from foreign visitors, but the Thai people would also
have the opportunity to learn about technology and global change in many areas.
More importantly, hosting the expo would offer the chance to show the world that
Thailand was ready to be an Asean hub.

“Ten years for preparation is not a long time. The point is not whether we will win
the bid, but that the preparations we undertake are not wasted. The point is that we
must encourage the Thai people and operators in all sectors to work together and
prove that we have the readiness in regard to the people, culture and innovation,
and to move together with the region and the world,” said Weerasak.

Surapong Techaruvichit, Vice President of the Thai Hotels Association, said
the project would be of great benefit to Thailand because it would pressure the
government to accelerate infrastructure development. Implementation of certain
project development plans over the next 10, 15 and 20 years would be brought
forward. The hotel sector would undoubtedly gain direct benefits from the better
facilities that would be created, he said.

Zhao Zhenge, deputy general director of the Exhibition Department of the China
Council for the Promotion of International Trade and deputy general director of
the Liaison Office of Expo Shanghai 2010, said that the most important things in
guaranteeing success are that the organizers must get support from the government
and it must win the enthusiasm of the people.

“Thailand has the competitiveness to bid for the event because it has the diversity
of tourist destinations and cultures. Meanwhile, Thailand and Asean member
countries will form the Asean Economic Community. | believe Thailand’s hosting of
the event would be in the international interest, as most hosts in the past have been
concentrated in the United States and Europe,” said Zhenge.
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CONCLUSIONS REACHED AT THE OPEN DAY:
THAILAND FOR WORLD EXPO 2020

1 THE MAJOR ORGANIZING CONCEPT
Public sector

m Emphasize the country’s strength in food,
tourism and services

m Focus on the cultural heritage handed down from
ancient times

m Seek a major concept outside technology, which
is not one of the country’s strengths

m Introduce three major concepts: global warming,
excessive world population and social structure

Private sector

m Concentrate on cultures or nature more than
technology

m Introduce Thailand to the world through Thai
culture in the Thai Pavilion at the Shanghai
World Expo

m Provide research on a major concept, such as
the idea to restore the planet to its previous
state following negative trends

m Propose the idea of green or sustainable policy
to support developing countries, which would
positively influence the BIE

m Introduce the capabilities of Thailand

MICE and tourism

m Focus on Thailand’s water culture and splendid
way of life in riverside and canal communities,
which is part of the Thai identity

m Bring Asian trends into consideration in
formulating the major concept

2 COOPERATION
Public sector

m Create collaboration between the public and
private sectors

m The private sector should be the leader of the
project in order to avoid opposition

m The government sector should provide support
with public relations and related facilities

m Build relations with neighbouring countries and
other Asian nations to support Thailand's bid

m Reduce political uncertainty, or separate the
political conflict from the bidding plan

m Thai people should receive all information about
the project from the government

m The government must set a single standard

m Thailand should tie up with Asean countries on
public participation

Private sector

m Introduce Bangkok and other Thai cities in
jointly submitting an entry in order to create a
cooperative spirit

m The private sector will provide support, but
should share ideas continuously

m Private organizations will provide support as
major sponsors of the event

m The government should set aside a sufficient
budget for convincing developing countries to
vote for Thailand

m Specify the venue without opening the matter up
for debate as that might lead to problems

m To avoid risk, the public and communities should

lead in maintaining the project if there is a
change of government

MICE and tourism
m Educate people about the MICE industry

m The MICE industry will support promotion and
public relations via various media channels to
expand awareness of the project

m Hosting the event would be an effective tool for
creating unity

3 INFRASTRUCTURE AND FACILITIES
Public sector

m Have the transportation plan ready within one
year to support the event

m Expand Bangkok's infrastructure into the
suburbs

m Play a greater role in controlling energy
consumption, which will be a crucial issue in

Private sector

m The venue should be downtown and utilise
government assets in order to lower costs

m World Expo will be organized by Thailand, so the
venue cannot be limited to Bangkok

m Submit Thailand as a candidate instead of a city

m If Thailand does not win the bid, any projects
already developed for the event can later be
modified for other purposes, such as museums
or theatres

MICE and tourism

m Being a host is a good chance to develop
infrastructure, especially a major transportation

4 INVESTMENT
Public sector

m The government should start investment in
Bangkok, then extend it to other potential areas
such as Salaya, Taling Chan, Rangsit, Pathum
Thani, Chachoengsao and Pattaya

m The government should get an obvious return on
its investment

Private sector

m The government must prepare a perfect plan to
host World Expo 2020

m Thailand has the readiness in various respects
to organize the event, such as in management,
budget, planning and venues

m The government should provide a back-up plan

in case Thailand is not selected to host the event

m Thailand might not support developing countries

in the form of money, but could offer other kinds

of support

MICE and tourism

m The government would be able to raise funds by
issuing World Expo bonds

m Souvenirs would be a channel for generating
income

5 BIDDING
Public sector

m Discussion will be needed between the public
and private sectors on how to support the
submission and maximize the chances of
winning the bidding

Private sector

m Private organizations reached a consensus on
submitting a bid to host the expo

m The government has to study other
organizations’ failures in past events as case
studies for Thailand’s organizing of the event

m Study the Hannover Expo to understand why its
organization was unsuccessful

MICE and tourism

m Thailand should hold a contest among the
potential Thai cities in order to seek the best city
for submission as the host venue. This strategy
would develop the selected city and enable
it to participate in the project from the very
beginning

m The working group should visit World Expo
Shanghai 2010

m Have international experts to assist in the
organization, such as Stern Chicago, which has
experience in managing airports, stadiums and
organizing mega events

Practical suggestions for driving
Thailand as the host of World
Expo 2020

Conclusions on the factors
required for a successful bid
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TCEB DEBUTS
“BETTER THE BEST”

CAMPAIGN
BOOSTING SIX TOP
PIONEER EXHIBITIONS
INTO REGIONAL
CHAMPION SHOWS

TCEB has launched its “Better
the Best” marketing campaign
to boost the competitiveness
of Thailand’s exhibition sector.
Initially, TCEB will support six
leading international events
held in Thailand in six industrial
sectors, with the aim of
developing these exhibitions into
regional champion shows. The
bureau targets that the campaign
will help to generate more than
Bt518.73 billion in revenue from
the six events held in 2010.

kapol Sorasuchart, TCEB's president, revealed that besides the 2010

operating plan, TCEB has a crucial mission to drive each industry’s

exhibition into a leading event in the region, or what is called a

“Regional Champion Show”. Therefore, TCEB created the “Better the

Best” campaign to support overseas marketing activities so that these
six exhibitions can gain regional recognition. This campaign will be an important
strategy in emphasizing that Thailand is a preferred destination for exhibitions in
Asia.

The benefits will not just be regional as the Better the Best campaign will also
enhance the competitive edge of Thailand’s exhibitions in the global arena. It will
increase the number of overseas visitors, exhibitions and organizers coming into
the country.

TCEB selected the following six pioneer exhibitions: the “Bangkok International
Gems & Jewelry Show”; “Propak Asia 2010”, Asia’s leading processing and
packaging industries show; “BIG+BIH", the biggest lifestyle gifts and home
decorative products show in Thailand; “METALEX", Asean’s largest international
machine tools and metalworking technologies trade exhibition and conference; “VIV
Asia”, covering the regional animal production and meat processing sector; and
“Renewable Energy Asia 2010".

Supawan Teerarat, TCEB’s exhibition director, said the bureau had selected the
exhibitions categorized by industries that have been included in the national agenda
of export promotion. The sectors are gems and jewelry, machines and automobiles,
agriculture and food, energy, packaging and gifts.

Each event has been held for a minimum of five consecutive years, with overseas
booths accounting for at least 10 per cent of the participation. In addition, the
organizers have the vision to continue to hold the events for the development of
their respective industries over the next five years.

Under the “Better the Best” campaign, TCEB will support overseas marketing
campaigns such as marketing activities, public relations and road shows for
particular industries in order to promote the events abroad. Moreover, TCEB
will support international industry conferences, and upgrade event profiles and
business matching to attract foreign buyers and sellers to Thailand. This is a way
to drive Thailand to become a regional hub for trade and investment by using the
exhibitions as a crucial platform.

Supporting the six events, the campaign is expected to generate event revenues
of Bt518.73 billion, of which Bt514.51 billion will be from business matching and
Bt4.22 billion from MICE travel. The number of foreign buyers, sellers and delegates
attending the events this year is expected to total 58,582, an increase of 20 per cent
from the most recent events.

Nichapa Yoswee, managing director of Reed Tradex and organizer of METALEX
2010, said that METALEX has been held for 24 consecutive years, with double-
digit growth annually. TCEB support will fill the gap of understanding of the
international machine tools and metalworking technologies industry and build the
event into something that is more perfect. This will benefit Thailand’s investment in
technological development in the future.

Michael Kruse, managing director of UBM Asia (Thailand), the organizer of
Renewable Energy Asia 2010, is confident that the greater support from TCEB
will boost the social visibility of the sector. In addition, it can be an opportunity to
prepare the exhibition industry for the impact of the Asean Free Trade Area.

Meanwhile, David Aitken, managing director of Bangkok Exhibition Services,
the organiser of Propak Asia 2010, said TCEB'’s role in supporting the event will
emphasize the Thailand brand in the international market through more aggressive
overseas marketing and promotional campaigns, as well as providing an easier way
to create opportunities in new markets such as the Middle East.

Besides “Better the Best”, TCEB is also planning to launch the “Better Be”
campaign, with a budget of Bt35 million, to support the exhibition industry. The
bureau will collaborate with more than 40 hotels and Thai Airways International to
offer incentives for MICE travelers — visitors and exhibitors alike — including special
air fares and room packages with one extra night free for stays of at least three
nights. The campaign is expected to increase the length of business travelers’
stays, helping to boost the revenue of related businesses and MICE industry growth
by 25 per cent as targeted.

In the past, TCEB has already had great success in promoting the exhibition
industry. According to the Global Association of the Exhibition Industry’s report in
2008, Thailand was the leader in Asean in terms of exhibition volume, with 71 events
held that year.

TCEB is confident that the “Better the Best” campaign will drive Thailand’s exhibition
industry to grow by 25 per cent this year and maintain its top ranking in Asean’s
exhibition industry for five consecutive years.

EXHIBITION PROJECTION

As a result of the “Better the Best” campaign, the six exhibitions are
estimated to significantly boost the economy, the volume of foreign visitors
and MICE revenue.

Event Economic Number of MICE revenue

value (Bt bn) foreign visitors (Bt m)
gz;gskf;k J' Q\E,eeﬁ?jt'sohnoilv 40472 9,622 69278
Propak Asia 17.04 30,000 216
BIG+BIH 62.16 3,000 216
METALEX 6.03 3,940 283.69
Renewable Energy 259.74 960 69.12
VIV Asia 24.31 11,060 796.32

Source: TCEB
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CEB and the Thai Gems & Jewelry Traders Association (TGJTA)

collaborated to jointly organize a welcome reception and the Bangkok

Gems Roadshow, in which potential exhibitors, business leaders from

around the world and members of the media participated. It was a

crucial marketing strategy to enhance the potential of Thailand’s Gems
and Jewelry fair.

Akapol Sorasuchart, TCEB's president, said during the road show that Bangkok is
a superb location in which to see the latest unique collections, and to find couture
designers and leading producers, award-winning designs and other special events.
As one of the country’s biggest and longest-running jewelry trade shows, Bangkok
Gems and Jewelry 2010 is expected to attract buyers and exhibitors from around
the world, and to serve as a showcase for the creative genius and unmatched skills
of Thailand’s gems and jewelry industry to international countries.

“One of TCEB's missions is to drive Thailand’s international exhibitions in each
industry to step up to be the leading industrial show or what is called a ‘Regional
Champion Show'. Therefore, TCEB adds a special project with the launch of ‘Better
the Best’ campaign by selecting and promoting overseas marketing activities for the
exhibitions which are recognized in the region. In particular, the campaign will be a
crucial motivator for other national exhibitions to adjust their operating plans in order
to become international events. It is an important strategy to emphasize Thailand as
a preferred destination for exhibitions in the region. Similar to this activity to promote
the 46th Bangkok Gems & Jewelry Show 2010, ‘Better the Best’ will help boost the
number of visitors and overseas exhibition organizers coming to Thailand, as well
as adding to Thailand’s emerging reputation as a preferred regional destination for
exhibitions,” said Akapol.

TCEB JOINS
EFFORT WITH
TGJTATO
PROMOTE THE
46 TH BANGKOK
GEMS & JEWELRY
SHOW 2010 IN
HONG KONG

TCEB organized a road show
to promote the 46th Bangkok
Gems & Jewelry Show 2010 in

Hong Kong during the Hong Kong
InternationalShow2010earlylast
month, with the ambitious goal
of pushing the Bangkok Gems
& Jewelry Fair into a champion
event in Asia.

Held biannually for more than 20 years, the Bangkok Gems & Jewelry Fair is the
professional trade event of choice for the gems and jewelry industry in Asia. Thailand
has an unmatched reputation for craftsmanship and the ability to complement
ancient traditions with modern technology in its continuing quest for perfection.
Exhibitors and buyers from Asia and around the world will have the opportunity to
see Thailand’s latest creative offerings, develop new trade relationships, explore
new opportunities and extend their market reach. The 46th Bangkok Gems & Jewelry
Show 2010 will be held between September 7 and 11 at IMPACT Challenger, Muang
Thong Thani.

Akapol said that in order to add even more value for exhibitors, buyers and visitors
to the event, TCEB offers a range of tailor-made marketing promotions, including
“Extra Night Extra Smile”, the “100-A-Head” campaign, and cash incentives.

The Extra Night, Extra Smile campaign is aimed at encouraging organizers, group
visitors and individual visitors and traders to make a quick decision to participate
in the event, as well as to extend the length of stay for those who visit between
July 2009 and September 2010. The campaign consists of a fourth night FREE for
a three-night stay, a MICE Lane facilitaty at Suvarnabhumi Airport, a special rate
for airport transfer, a half-day city tour, as well as special discounts from leading
department stores and entertainment places.

“TCEB's role is to promote Thailand as a regional hub for exhibitions and trade fairs
in not only the gems and jewelry industry, but also in all other industry sectors. We
would like to see the Bangkok Gems and Jewelry event build on the momentum and
support it has earned in the past to further expand and develop as a flagship event
for the region,” said Akapol.
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THAI PARLIAMEN

TARIANS SEE [PU

S
AND ASGP MEETINGS HELPING
TO RESTORE CONFIDENCE

Despite the political uncertainty, the Thai Parliament was nominated
to host two concurrent international meetings: the 122nd Assembly
of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) and the Meeting of the
Association of Secretaries General of Parliaments (ASGP). These
events were held in Bangkok between March 28 and April 1, with

more than 1,200 participants.

he IPU is the international organization of parliaments, which is comprised

of 153 member countries and eight associate members from international

organizations with the objectives of enhancing relations among parliament

members worldwide, parliamentary cooperation to promote democracy,
peacekeeping, international security, human rights protection, and sustainable
development.

The Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union is regarded as a stage for IPU
members to express opinions, debate and seek solutions on political, parliamentary,
human rights, economic and social problems, as well as on other issues together.

The Thai Parliament has previously been honored to host the meetings twice. The
first time was over 50 years ago, in 1956, and the second occasion was in 1987 —
more than 20 years ago. For this, the third occasion, Thailand was invited to join the
competition with two other candidates: Canada and Venezuela. With the readiness
of the Thai Parliament, its facilities and the Thai people, Thailand was eventually
selected to host the events.

At the last IPU meeting, many crucial issues were discussed, such as collaboration
in fighting organized crime, specifically drug trafficking, illegal arms sales, human
trafficking and cross-border terrorism, nuclear security, youth participation in the
democratic process, as well as hot issues like the environment.

Associate Professor Dr Tasana Boonthong, Second Vice President of the Senate,
said the topics for this year's assembly were all interesting, particularly the theme
of Parliament being at the heart of political reconciliation and good governance.
This is of great interest for Thailand as it could be a means of tackling the current

—

prolonged conflict in Thai society.

As to the direct benefits gained from hosting the IPU, it was not only a stage for
Thai parliamentarians to share their views with international delegates, leading to
improved international relations, but also it also stimulated the country’s economy.
There were more than 1,200 participants, including the heads of parliaments,
senators and Lower House members, all of whom have high purchasing power.

In addition, before the IPU meeting, many other countries knew about Thailand’s
political conflict only through the media, whose news reports are sometimes
inaccurate. The IPU meeting therefore offered a good chance to foster understanding
among the foreign participants through real experience, giving them the opportunity
to see that the situation is not as frightening as often reported. This has helped to
restore the country’s image.

“Previously, the Thai Parliament informed member countries that, even though we
faced internal conflicts, the Thai people were ready to be good hosts with their
warm hospitality. Out thanks goes to Thailand Convention and Exhibition Bureau,
which gave support with public relations and provided information to encourage
people to jointly host the event. This was an integral part in Parliament being able to
accomplish the goal,” said Associate Professor Dr Tasana.

The Meeting of the Association of Secretaries General of Parliaments, held in
parallel with the IPU, featured law study, regulations and parliamentary processes,
parliamentary system development and improvement, shared documentation and
information on international parliaments, as well as fundamental information for
research of parliamentary matters at the higher education level.



INCENTIVES

aauu. dnningsan
WALy AIME 2010
pe1eludlnagnaie
lawdendle

daudu. Inunthgnsmansmunsoumsmias
OWBgU+6 LN “Inaniu”  lasujussnoumsme
|OﬂbunmaouooTuomamﬂsstbrmau 30
usnlssrnenmuiusindlunu. AME 2010
Joviaidsu oodinsidd  Umouenainsoud
nnouBau IUgnennloBaita  Inglow:naim
msuUs:sulasmMsnioviNgoIlodusvda WSouULh
auoNE “3C+” MN DFvIRTWIAUMOI
Usssululnas:ininu 5,000 seludd aswidniu
IhUsINANDY 250 ahuuin

NHRITANA ATGTF HEIUILNIT ATINIUAUETNNNIAR
Uszguuazfingsdnis (asdnisumnaw) via aalu. W

wedn Anustiauaznisaiivauneldensaians

\dagnaes aadu.lunisnansugaaunssnlud inels
Wuapunnananlunisdnanulugiiniaeids asluasldisauasie
wlaunanaidadinisdnlunseuandey +6 (ﬂiwmﬂlumﬁﬂu au
mﬂu NIl Buike eeamade uaziiaTuaus) NANALTT
mﬂmu’l,uﬁ'wuu m”memu,mvmmﬂmm'aﬂi”Lmﬂ”Lwﬂumumenw
LATNIIAT fqmmwmmiwﬁmmiwmﬂimmmﬂa:‘lﬁmu"ﬂmﬂmm’Luma
wenaezatngligngudssmalugiinialede iy iy esamsas uay
HnTuaus

Tneagn aatlu. diinddsznaunisludlnadmnisdndseguuas
ma“mmmmmmﬂummammmm AIME 2010 — 18th Asia-Pacific
Incentive & I\/Ieetmgs Expo meu‘w 2-3 JW1AN W.A. 2553 ‘Vlmum
unguuaifu Uszmepeaainsiae mmﬂLﬂumuummummqmimu
N ﬁan@mmmﬂi%ﬁumemiwmmmLW@Lﬂummamm’Lummmm
DRALAIIAL mmmﬂuﬂivmmfmuﬂqwﬂﬂ Tnedfiiudlutiii 18 Teligidn
T ELAUNNGINA §INUHU LAY mmmiﬂiwﬂmmu"l,mmmﬂﬂmw
U304 6,000 218900 50 Usein idndansu Toeii Host buyer N1
3,500 18 AN g lansuating

wmmumwﬂﬁ’iwﬂmmamﬂmmmiuﬂ@uﬂumﬂ‘[@mmLuﬂiﬁ
BENANT daLlu. mimmmummma 3c+ flszneudng 1) Creative
MICE ﬂuLﬂuLLu‘m’]iﬂ’]Luu\ﬁuﬂ@u‘ﬂ\‘iﬁlﬂLLuQﬂﬂLﬂi‘iﬂiﬂ@@i’]\mﬁﬂ
18939114 2) Cluster Marketing 9A218AMNLANANVIIFILANIUN
pUEUMAINUATY wazunANaauayunneulangynaNFeInIg
“ﬂ'ﬂd'ﬂqmm‘wﬂii‘ﬂuﬁ Az 3) Cutting-edge Competitiveness Wunng

Veudegnaesiguralunisatuayunisdnalugnaunssnlud

waaFepnuaeduliunfidnsantlszguuardununnazimuniadn
wdllszmalng”

sl andayaresnsensssniiizdnudn daqtiutlszinaeasinsiae
Hhiszmaginduiun 6 1eetszinalng sesann diuau anigeiiEn,
walde uazdenluf tnadyaAnisdeanuaziindnsendneilsymegs
04 422,387 §runm

Tuauzgaaiunssnludlutl 2551 Hauauinmunienguludan
dszmalugiinialedaiamuniadiundalszmalnageia 40,470
au afnaglifidnszmalingn 3,541 druum Iaefeuay 56 1nain
Uszinanaamiag

lufl 2551 druauinvieadisanguladamlszmatiofuausiduma
drsndlsznelneiiuddsenay 188 leiftenmill 2550 Tnaadng
1el# 1,044 Eunm uWlsuifeusudl 2550 AfduaumelFies
553 ANULMN

Melbourne, Australia

TCEB LEADS THAI TEAM AT MAJOR
TRADE SHOW ‘AIME 2010’

GOAL IS TO EXPAND
MICE MARKET INTO
OCEANIA

TCEB is pressing ahead with a strategy that follows
up on the ASEAN-plus-6 free-trade framework.
The bureau headed the Thai Team and 30 Thai
MICE operators to demonstrate Thailand’s MICE
potential at AIME 2010 — the 18th Asia-Pacific
Incentives & Meetings Expo, held in Melbourne,
Australia — paving the way for the expansion of the
market network from Asean to Oceania, especially
in regard to incentives.

CEB also introduced the Triple C Plus (3C+) initiative at the event. It is expected to
attract 5,000 Oceania MICE visitors to Thailand this year, bringing in more than Bt250
million in revenue.

Akapol Sorasuchart, TCEB president, revealed that with TCEB’s mission and the
aggressive strategic plan to drive Thailand’s to be a preferred destination in Asia for the MICE
industry, the bureau is geared to follow up the Asean-plus-6 (China, Japan, South Korea, India,
Australia and New Zealand) free-trade framework, which is now making clear progress. The
free-trade agreement will not only directly benefit Thailand’s economy and trade, but also the
ability of the MICE industry to expand its market into Oceania, including Australia and New
Zealand.

In the latest move, TCEB led Thai conferences and incentives operators to take part in AIME
2010 in Melbourne on March 2-3, an event that is Australia’s largest annual trade show. This
is the 18th year of the show, which involves around 6,000 participants from 50 countries and
more than 3,500 host buyers from leading global firms.

TCEB has launched the 3C+ campaign to support Thailand’s penetration into the Oceania
market. It comprised of three core areas: Creative MICE, which is in line with the government’s
creative-economy policy; Cluster Marketing, which promotes the diversity of event venues
and packages to meet all MICE market needs; and Cutting-edge Competitiveness, which
emphasizes the government’s aggressive tactics in support of the MICE industry to enhance
the confidence of overseas MICE visitors to Thailand.

According to a Ministry of Commerce report, Australia now ranks the sixth-largest trade partner
of Thailand after Japan, China, the United States, Malaysia and Singapore, with a bilateral
trade value of Bt422.39 billion.

For the MICE industry in 2008, the number of Oceania MICE travelers to Thailand was 40,470,
of which 56 per cent were from Australia, generating more than Bt3.54 billion in revenue. The
number of New Zealand MICE travelers to Thailand in 2008 increased by 188 per cent from
the 2007 level, generating Bt1.04 billion compared to only Bt553 million in the previous year.



